Lancaster Farmland Trust Appoints New COO, Director of Land Protection
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Lancaster Farmland Trust is pleased to announce the promotion of Jeff Swinehart to Chief Operating Officer, effective January 1, 2019. The promotion is part of a strategic transition in responsibilities and leadership of the organization over the next few years. 

In his 18-year tenure at Lancaster Farmland Trust Jeff has held several positions, most recently serving as Deputy Director since 2006. As COO, Jeff assumes greater operational and management responsibilities, while continuing to work alongside Executive Director, Karen Martynick.

Jeff graduated with a Master’s degree in Public Administration from Pennsylvania State University and has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Geography, plus minors in Geology and Regional Planning from Mansfield University. Jeff is a member of the Pennsylvania Land Trust Association Policy Committee, serves as Vice-Chairman of the Manheim Township Planning Commission, and is a member of the Executive Committee of the Lancaster Clean Water Partners. 

At a recent Board of Trustees’ meeting, Board Chair, Caroline Morton, congratulated Jeff on behalf of the entire Board, saying, “We are so pleased to have [Jeff] as our new COO and look forward to creating an exciting future for the organization with [him].” 

Filling the opening created by Jeff’s promotion is current Land Preservation Coordinator, Jeb Musser. Jeb has worked for Lancaster Farmland Trust for nearly six years in the Land Preservation Department, under Jeff. Now, Jeb becomes the Director of Land Protection, a title change and a department name change, as the organization strives to bring its conservation efforts to the forefront alongside preservation.

Jeb earned his Bachelor of Arts in Geography, Environmental Studies from Millersville University and a Certificate in GIS from Pennsylvania State University. Jeb also received a certificate in Drones for Land Trust Monitoring and Management from Duke University and is an FAA certified part 107 pilot. 

“In 2019, Lancaster Farmland Trust will renew its focus on stewarding the land we have already preserved, and prioritize new preservation projects which align with their conservation goals. Jeff and Jeb are well poised to help the organization achieve these goals and I look forward to working alongside them in their new roles,” says Executive Director, Karen Martynick.



About Lancaster Farmland Trust
Lancaster Farmland Trust was established in 1988 by local citizens concerned about the growing threat of development in Lancaster County. LFT works to preserve and steward the beautiful, productive farmland of Lancaster County that reflects our heritage, supports our economy, nurtures our health and enhances our quality of life. 
Details at www.lancasterfarmlandtrust.org
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